Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
July 10, 2022
Readings: Dt 30:10-14; Col 1:15-20; Lk 10:25-37
THE DEACON’S SPEAKIN’
Dear Newman Center Family,
Little did I know what was in store for me when I was ordained nineteen plus
years ago. I envisioned myself serving and working with the community
family whom I had known since my college years. I tried to follow the
example of my mentor, Fr. Sergio Negro and “ The Plan” that I had in mind
worked well for the first five years under the guidance of our pastor,
Fr. Perry Kavookjian. I did my “deacon thing”, as Perry liked to call it, and I
knew that I had made the right decision in saying “yes” to my call to ministry
in the Church.
My “plan” took an unexpected turn in April of 2008 when Fr. Perry was
assigned to “grow” a new parish in Bakersfield. The next six months were
filled with turmoil, both here at the Newman Center and in our world where
the Great Recession hit us and led to financial crises. We found ourselves
without a pastor in November and Bishop John Steinbock asked if I would be
willing to be the first Parish Life Coordinator in the Diocese of Fresno for a
two-year assignment. Those two years quickly turned into 14. The Bishop
also asked Fr. Dave Norris to serve as our Parish Priest. Fr. Dave was truly a
blessing for me and our community. He served here for his “second tour of
duty” until his retirement in September of 2018. This necessitated having to
find a priest to serve our community. Thanks to God that the Claretian Order
stepped up and sent us Fr. Paul Keller followed by Fr. Byron Macias.
So here I am almost 14 years after my conversation with Bishop Steinbock,
getting ready to transition to a “new” position as just plain ole “Deak” or
“Deacon John” (whichever you choose) – no other titles. I mention all this
history because it tells the tales of most of our lives. One transition leads to
another which leads to another, etc. Change is the constant for all of us.
However, with these changes have come the most enjoyable aspect of all of
this. YOU – You who have grown up with me for almost 60 years – you who
joined us along the way – and you who have hung in there with your love and
support. You have made the past years so rewarding and joyful. Thank you,
thank you, thank you!
Continued on page 2

Continued from page 1
To all of the staff members who carried on the work of the Church in spite of some of the obstacles I put in their
paths - Thank you for your love, understanding, and dedication.
Of course, throughout these years, there has been one constant, one foundation, one light in my life that has
allowed me to do the work asked of me – Luci, my wife of almost 57 years. “Thank you” is not enough!
It’s time for me to return to the work that I was ordained to do. My new office will be in Cardinal Newman Hall
and I’ll be “open for business” as soon as we return from Italy. Please stop by and say hello.
Peace and Love,

Deacon John
_______________________________________________________________________________
Can you name a high school teacher that has left a lasting impression on you?
Ok…
I’m just going to be honest with you my friends...OK? I don’t regularly attend Mass (but I think about it). My high school friends
do. Robert, Eve, Frank and his wife Deborah and Conrad are regulars. Last year around this time I decided to go to church in
San Diego. I enjoyed it. There wasn’t a national Covid emergency declared yet… but we knew things weren’t right. When the
priest said to offer each other a sign of peace I looked and reached out to the man behind me and he just made eye contact,
gave me a warm smile, placed his hands over his heart and nodded to me. I returned the gesture. I felt good...the next day I
learned that all the churches around the world were closed.
He turned and pointed at me and gave me the biggest smile with his eyes. I had a mask on so he wasn’t sure.
“Greg…” was all I said.
“I’m so glad to see you but I have to go find the priest...it’s good to see you.”
He disappeared and came back in the procession leading to the altar. You see John is now a deacon at the church. His voice
was warm, eloquent and welcoming as he spoke to the congregation. My friends were all there, but things had changed. They
all sat in different parts of the church.
As I sat in the back corner alone, listening to him speak of resurrection and resurrecting our own lives during these trying times
a wonderful calm came over me. I hardly see him but when I do it’s trancelike, the control he has over me. I shed a tear or
two…
I will remember this sermon as I do the lectures he gave in high school. The same voice that I loved in high school. He was
also my football coach. I had him for English my sophomore year and on game day I didn’t do my homework. He looked at me
in disappointment and said, “Mr. Gonzales...no homework, you don’t suit up.” I wasn’t as disappointed in not suiting up as I
was seeing the disappointment in his eyes before he turned away. I never missed another assignment and signed up for his
classes whenever I could. I still remember that moment as a turning point in my life. He taught me accountability and
responsibility with one look. I’m so thankful for him and his message from God, my family and my friends...have I said this
before? It never gets old…
Frank sent me a notice of his retirement in July of 2022. I wish you nothing but the best in your upcoming retirement.
To my grandchildren for whom I write this book. Elle, Harvey, Ava and Harris...and whomever comes next...you are just
starting out on your journey of learning. Teachers can make a big difference in your lives. Just like your Aunt Jenny, your aunt
Anna and your Aunt Kara (who are also your moms); all who are teachers in their own right.
Respect your teachers.
Learn from your teachers.
Love your teachers.
This man taught me over fifty years ago…
And it seems like it was only yesterday.
God bless you Mr. Supino.

By Greg Gonzales

Family Life Ministries

The Joy of Love Moms Group invites families to the west
playground after 9:30am Mass for an opportunity for children
and families to meet, socialize and play together. Please join
us!
Men's Scripture Reflection and Discussion Group
This ministry will take a summer break during the month of
July and will resume on Tuesday mornings beginning August
9 at 8:30am.

Prayer Ministries

Christian Meditation
This ministry will take a summer break during the months of
July and August and will resume in September after Labor
Day on Tuesdays - TBD. Sessions include 20 minutes of
silent meditation followed by a brief lesson about this ancient
Christian prayer tradition and discussion.
Christian meditation utilizes the mantra, “Maranatha” (a word
in Jesus’ own Aramaic language meaning, “Come, Lord
Jesus”) in order to quiet the mind and come to silence,
meeting Jesus in the depth of our own being, beyond words
or images. The group is a member of the World Community
for Christian Meditation. Meetings are facilitated by Benita
Lankford. For information email contact John Prandini
at prandinij@csufnewman.com.

Eucharistic Minister and Altar Server
Workshop

Are you interested in serving as a Eucharistic Minister or
Altar Server? Are you currently serving but would like a
refresher on best practices? There will be two trainings
coming up: the first is on Sunday, July 31 at 5:00pm, and the
second is the following Sunday, August 7 at 5:00pm.
Trainings will be held in the Chapel for both positions. If you
have any questions, or if you cannot make either training but
would still like to be trained to serve, please contact Liturgy
Director Karl Gurney karl@csufnewman.com.

Name Tags

Ever see a familiar face at church and just can’t remember
their name? It happens to all of us! That is why we would
ask everyone in attendance to wear a name tag. Name tags
are available at a table in the hallway. Please remember to
bring yours back every Sunday.

Second Collection Next Weekend

Next week, we will take up the Peter’s Pence Collection,
which unites us and Catholics around the world more closely
with the Holy Father in two ways: it supports the structures
of the Holy See through which the Pope governs the Church
as well as his charitable efforts to assist victims of war,
oppression, natural disasters, and others most in need.
Please be generous. For more information, visit http://
www.peterspence.va/en.html

Campus Ministry News!
Week of July 10-17
Young Adults Bible Study
Every Monday at 6:00pm we engage in biblical reflections and
conversations to strengthen our identity as followers of Christ.
It is a space where you will also find other young people who
desire to learn and grow with you. Come join us! We will meet
inside the Student Lounge.
Job Opening - Administrative Assistant [Part-time]
The full job description and application can be found on our
website. If you have any questions, please send an email to
edgar@csufnewman.com
Campus Ministry Contacts
Edgar Guzman, Director: edgar@csufnewman.com
Fr. Byron Macias, Chaplain: frbyron@csufnewman.com

Prayer Ministry

Prayer & Life Workshops explore a variety of ways to pray
and how prayer can transform how we think, pray, and live.
Workshops include 15 sessions of various prayer traditions to
lead you into a deeper and more loving experience with God
through Christ Jesus. Workshops are facilitated by Prayer &
Life Workshop Guide Regina Flores.
Fall Prayer and Life Workshops: Weekly Workshops on
Wednesday evenings, August 10 through November 16 from
6:00pm to 8:00pm in Cardinal Newman Hall, Room 105.
For information email: Regina Flores
at rmflores39@icloud.com or John Prandini at
prandinij@csufnewman.com.

Candle Stand

Have you noticed something new within the walls of our
church? Katherine Dillon, beloved member of the Women’s
Guild, left many fine gifts of love, devotion to her faith and joy
to our parish. She was active in the Women's Guild since its
inception and when she passed December 2020,
remembrances were made in her honor to the Women’s Guild.
In an effort to give something that would truly reflect on
Katherine’s way of life and in discussion with her family the
Women’s Guild purchased a candle stand memorial. Katherine
lit candles often and had a habit of lighting a candle whenever
she visited a new place while vacationing. It is with this gift that
we remember a charitable woman and provide a serene
prayerful, inviting environment for the parishioners to light a
candle and pray for an intention. It is our sincere desire as the
Women of the Guild, our parishioners find this symbolic
tradition one that is a welcome and comforting acquisition. The
candle stand is located in Mary’s Room.

Weekly Calendar
Sunday, July 10
Dt 30:10-14; Col 1:15-20; Lk 10:25-37
Deacon John’s Retirement Receptions - Cafeteria and CNH
7:30am Mass for Steve Schutlz
Chapel
9:30am Mass for Lai Pham
Chapel
11:30am Mass for Galen Dennis
Chapel
7:00pm Mass
Chapel
Monday, July 11
8:00am Mass for Rob O’Rourke
Tuesday, July 12
8:00am Communion Service
Wednesday, July 13
8:00am Mass for Frances Hope Hudson
7:00pm Knights of Columbus

Thursday, July 14
8:00am Communion Service
4:00pm Confessions
6:00pm Mass for Frank Littlejohn
Friday, July 15
8:00am Mass for Stephanie Nakata
Saturday, July 16
Catholic Charities Truck
Second Collection - Peter’s Pence
8:00am Secular Franciscans
5:00pm Mass for Purita B. Laciste

July Contributions
2021

Is 1:10-17; Mt 10:34-11:1
Chapel

2022

July 4

$17,450.17 July 3

July 11 ACH

$19,343.33 July 10 ACH

July 18 ACH

$14,913.68 July 17 ACH

July 25

$ 6,847.52 July 24

$21,273.10

July 31
JulyTotal

Is 7:1-9; Ps 95:8
Chapel

$58,554.70 July Total

$21,273.10

Is 10:5-7, 13b-16; Mt 11:25-27
Chapel
CNH 104

Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19; Mt 11:28-30
Chapel
Chapel
Chapel
Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Mt 12:1-8
Chapel
Mi 2:1-5; Mt 12:14-21

Cafeteria
Chapel

Sunday, July 17
Gn 18:1-10a; Col 1:24-28; Lk 10:38-42
Catholic Charities Truck
Second Collection - Peter’s Pence
7:30am Mass for Rustico Virtudazo
Chapel
9:30am Mass for Jim Cook
Chapel
11:30am Mass for Carrie Lou Butchert
Chapel
2:00pm Baptism Prep Class (via Zoom)
7:00pm Mass
Chapel

Parish Information
Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am & 7:00pm
Weekday Masses: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 8:00am
First Tuesday 6:00pm, Thursday at 6:00pm
Communion Services: Tuesday and Thursday at 8:00am
Reconciliation: Thursday 4:00pm to 5:45pm or call the office for
an appointment.
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00am to 3:00pm
CLOSED FRIDAY
Bulletin Editor: Jenna Sainz, jenna@csufnewman.com

Prayers:


Please pray for those who have requested special
intentions and prayers:
Joan Renner, Margery Toll, Kristal Lowe Limon, Abigail Love,
Gary Payne, Linda Alvarez, Julissa Mojarras, Estefania
Medina, Mary Garr, Kathy Papagni, Michael Vienna, Issac
Orozco, Diana Mock, Sandra Barrie, Nettie Shute, Sandy
Keith, Meghan Vasquez, Dan Dungy, Isabel Wiggins, Monica
Becerra, Alice Schultz, Dick and Jan White, Sr. Joanne Bauer,
Jan Fusselman, Nyla Zender, JoAnn Myers, Monica Baker
(Lucido), David Toll, Susan Olson, Mary Yoakum, Olivia King,
Maria Coronel, Clara Marrone, Penny Mull, Judy Marchi,
Raymond Ram, Nacho Flores, William Rogal, Donna Garcia,
Kim Bach, John Cook, Joey Perez, John Morgenroth, Phyllis
Scialabba, Walt Whelan, Martin Zapata, Carl Britto, Hannah
York, Lisa Pinedo, Lexi Leon, Frances’ Parents, Dolores
Monahan

To better serve our Faith Family we are updating our
list of prayers. Names for the sick / special
intentions will remain in the bulletin for one month
then removed from the list unless otherwise
notified. If deceased, names are only published the
week they died. If you have someone who is in need
of prayers please contact the office at 436-3434 or go
on our website and fill out the form under the “Prayer
Intentions” tab.

From Fr. Byron Macias

“A man fell victim to robbers as he went down from Jerusalem
to Jericho. They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him
half-dead.” This is how Jesus starts his parable of the Good
Samaritan.
And I think this parable is about you!
How many times have you been robbed of your peace, good
name or even material things? How many times have you been
stripped from wellness, tranquility or dignity? How many times
have you been left “half-dead” in the middle of the road,
betrayed, abandoned or cheated on?
The thing is that at whatever low you have been in your life, I
am pretty sure that there was someone there, a Good
Samaritan, to give you support, courage and help. You know
what it’s like to be helped; you know what a Good Samaritan is
all about. Now Jesus is inviting us to “Go and do
likewise.” (Luke 10:25-37)
Thanks Deacon John
This weekend our faith community comes together to give
thanks to God for Deacon John Supino and his leadership as
our pastor for the past 14 years.
I say “pastor” because that word entails relationship, care and
going the extra mile for others. A pastor is someone who
comes into our lives and welcomes us into his. That’s what
Deacon John has been to us!
From dealing with contractors to fix the roof up to ministering
people on their deathbeds; from dealing with vandalized church
property up to helping people get their sacraments (because
their own parishes sometimes will not); from spending more
than 8 hours day in the office up to supporting new ways of
evangelization…. This is what pastors do. And we have been
lucky to have someone like him in our lives.
A parish doesn’t function out of magic. There is a heart, a mind
and a person overseeing and taking care that it happens. John
has been that heart, that mind behind our parish for the past 14
years.
This weekend (and always) please take time to say “thank-you”
to Deacon John Supino for his ministry and for shedding his
life, tears, energy and sweat so that we can be the community
we are now. Give him a call, write him a card, let him know that
his work has never been in vain!

Save the Date
There is a movie about Saint Anthony Claret called “Slaves and
Kings” which will be shown in selected theaters around the
country on August 22. Please come and see the movie and get
to know about the Founder of the Claretians (and get to see
what has made Fr. Paul and I join the Claretian Congregation).
I’m planning to take our Claretian Youth Group to see this
movie. Please let me know if you can help us sponsor a movie
ticket for them: frbyron@csufnewman.com.

Happy Birthday Fr. Paul!!!
Our own Fr. Paul will celebrate his 21st birthday on July 12!
Please say a prayer for him on his day. He has given 36
years of his life to the missions as a Claretian Missionary; he
has made out of the gift of his life a life-giving gift to us
all! FYI some good birthday gifts can be: camping gear;
permits to camp in national/state parks… anything related to
camping. He also loves tiramisu, crème Brule and pie!
Saintly Quote
“Oh God, may I know you and make you known!” – St.
Anthony Mary Claret
Have a Laugh
Shortly after tying the knot, a young married couple started
arguing over who should make the coffee. Being a good
Catholic woman, the wife went to the scriptures for her
answer. She said that the Bible specifically stated that men
should be the ones to make the coffee.
Puzzled, the husband asked her where in the Bible it said
that. Very confidently, the wife opened up her Bible and said:
“It’s right here - HEBREWS.”

Catholic Charities Truck Next Weekend

We will have the Catholic Charities Collection Truck out in the
parking lot during all morning Masses the weekend of July 16
and 17 in the East Parking Lot.

Have You Considered Priesthood?

Has the thought of being a priest ever crossed your mind?
Are you feeling called to do something unique with your life,
in the service of others? Come and join us for our annual
“Come & See Discernment Retreat” during the weekend of
July 29-31, 2022 at beautiful St. Anthony Retreat Center in
Three Rivers, CA. There is no cost and any single man
between the ages of 17-45 is invited to attend. Please talk
with your pastor for a registration form or call the Office of
Vocations (559-488-7424) for more information.

Catholic Charities is Hiring

Catholic Charites is hiring in its Senior Companion Program!
AmeriCorps Seniors Senior Companion Program at Catholic
Charities of the Diocese of Fresno is looking to fill the position
of the AmeriCorps Seniors Senior Companion Program
Project Coordinator. The Senior Companion Program is a
“seniors-helping-seniors” program serving Fresno and
Madera counties. The intent of the program is to help seniors
live independently in their own homes as long as possible
with a companion to help them complete tasks that they
cannot do on their own. The Project Coordinator is
responsible for overall senior volunteer recruitment, training
and supervision within the Senior Companion Program. To
learn more or to apply today, visit www.Indeed.com and
search Catholic Charities in Fresno, CA.

