
Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) 
 December 13, 2015 

 Readings: ½ŜǇ оΥмп-муΤ tƘƛƭ пΥп-тΤ [ƪ оΥмл-му 
 

Dear friends,  

What is Gaudete Sunday? 

Certain Sundays throughout the liturgical year have taken their names from the first 

word in Latin of the Introit, the entrance antiphon at Mass. Gaudete Sunday is one of 

those. 

Gaudete Sunday is the third Sunday of Advent. The Introit for Gaudete Sunday is both 

the traditional Latin Mass and the New Ordinary of the Mass, is taken from Philippians 

4:4-5: ñGaudete in Domino Semperò (ñRejoice in the Lord alwaysò). 

Like Lent, Advent is a penitential season, so the priest normally wears purple 

vestments. But on Gaudete Sunday, having passed the midpoint of Advent, the Church 

lightens up the mood a little, and the priest may wear rose vestments. The change in 

color provides us with encouragement to continue our spiritual preparation ï 

especially prayer and fasting for Christmas. For this reason, the third candle of the 

Advent wreath, first lit on Gaudete Sunday, is traditionally rose -colored.  

Speaking of Liturgy, we hear about the many visible liturgical ministries (hospitality 

ministers, music ministers, altar ministers, lectors, Eucharistic ministers). We also 

know that these ministries require preparation and formation. Rarely do we hear 

about the Ministry of the Assembly .  All of these visible ministers- the presiders and 

deacons included- together make up the assembly. We might think that the assembly is 

just there to pray, and all the other visible ministers have all the ñdoingò. This isnôt a 

very accurate assessment of the role of the assembly. A most important ministry at any 

liturgy is the ministry of the assembly   

To be sure, there is a ñdoingò on the part of the assembly: standing; sitting; singing, 

responding, acclaiming, professing, and so forth. Sometimes we fall into the trap of 

presuming that this is all the assembly does and this is all there is to participation. 

However, the most fruitful role of the assembly comes out of the ñdoingò. First and 

foremost the liturgical assembly is the Body of Christ, gathered around the Head. The 

assembly, then, makes the Church visible ï makes Christ visible. One fundamental role 

of the assembly is to be present to one another, to relate to each other as the presence of 

Christ. This relational Ministry of the Assembly makes concrete and visible how we live 

our everyday lives: relating to each other as the members of the Body of Christ.  

While the question, ñWhat should we do?ò is an important one with respect to liturgy, it 

must always lead to the questions, Who shall we be? How self-giving are we?  

 

Peace and Love  

 

 

Deacon John 

              aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ 
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     ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ 



Newman Center Young Adults 
Our Young Adult Christmas party will be December 17 in the 
Cardinal Newman Hall at 6:30pm. 

An ugly Christmas sweater contest will be held so feel free to 
bring out of hiding those hideous sweaters. 

There will also be a White Elephant gift exchange, if you 
would like to participate bring a gift ($10 limit) to take part. 
Bring a dish or drink and letôs have some fun! 
 

High School Youth Group 
Monday, December 14 we will have our Christmas Party 
along with a White Elephant gift exchange. Join us from 6pm 
to 7:30pm in St. John XXIII. You are encouraged to bring an 
item around the house that you no longer have need of or a 
gift under $10. Feel free to bring a dish to share with 
everyone. Contact Cristina Martinez, 
Cristina@csufnewman.com. 
 

2nd Collection this Weekend  
Aging religious need your help. In the United States today, 
there are more than 33,000 senior Catholic sisters, brothers, 
and religious order priests. These religious worked tirelessly 
in Catholic schools, hospitals and agencies, usually for little 
to no pay. As a result, many religious communities lack 
adequate savings for the retirement and eldercare. Your gift 
to todayôs collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious 
helps provide medications, nursing care, and more. Thank 
you for your generosity. 
 

Lydiaôs House 
Lydiaôs House will meet Saturday, December 19 in CNH 103 
from 9:00AM to Noon. The title of the program is ñWomen in 
Ministry Pt. IIò. All women are welcome. Please share some 
baked goods or cut-up fruit. Bring along your coffee or tea 
cup. For more information call Sally Adlesh at 324-9608. 
 

Poinsettia Sale 
Signups for our Christmas flowers will be in the foyer before 
and after this weekend's Masses. Please consider a donation 
in memory of a loved one to help decorate our sanctuary for 
the Christmas season.  
 

Thank You from the Knights 
The Knights of Columbus Council 9445 would like to thank all 
the parishioners who supported our Christmas card sales. 
With your support we sold over 200 cards and raised $1,133. 
Your generous donations will help us buy 60 coats for 
children who would not otherwise have a coat for this winter. 
Also our ñKeep in Christ in Christmasò magnetsô sales 
enabled us to purchase gift cards for needy families this 
Christmas season. Once again we thank you for your 
support. 
 

Advent Penance Service 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Clovis, will have a 
service to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation on 
Wednesday, December 16 at 7pm. Several priests will be 
present for individual reception of this sacrament. 

Family Life Ministry 
Married Couples Retreat 

Give your spouse the perfect Christmas gift of a Married 
Couple retreat experience. This yearôs retreat is over 
Valentineôs weekend Feb. 12-14

th
 at St. Anthony Retreat 

Center in Three Rivers. Cost $300 for the weekend. 
Theme: Learning to Love Like God Loves. Registration 
forms are at the reception desk. 

 

Menôs Morning Scripture Study Group meets Tuesday 
mornings at 7:30am after morning Mass in the Community 
Room. 

 

Meditation Opportunities 

Christian Meditation meets Thursday mornings, 11:15AM 
to 12:15PM in Cardinal Newman Hall, Room 104. 
Facilitated by Benita Lankford 

Evening Meditation meets Wednesday evenings, 7:00PM 
to 8:00PM in the Library. Facilitated by Veena Kapoor 

 

Tai Chi for Arthritis 

Tuesday & Thursday mornings. Beginnerôs class: 9:00-
10:00AM; Regular class: 10:15 -11:15AM. CNH room 
#103. Instructor: Art Lopez.  

Thursday Evening Tai Chi has two different class 
offerings: Tai Chi 24 Short Form, 5:30-6:30PM; and Tai Chi 
Chuan 108 Long Form 7:00-8:00PM. Fee: $10/month. 
Instructor: Bill Titus. 

For more information contact John Prandini  

 

College Ministries 

Come enjoy a delicious free dinner every week, plus a 
guest speaker, Mass, service project or fun! We meet 

every Wednesday, 6-8pm, in Cardinal Newman Hall 

December 16 Christmas celebration including a White 
Elephant gift exchange.  Bring a gift if you want to 
participate! 

  

EMMAUS 

We will not have Emmaus until we come back from winter 
break. 

  

College & Young Adult Bible Study During Winter break 
we will not have Bible Study 

 

Altar Server Workshop 
All current altar servers and anyone interested in this 
ministry are required to attend one of these workshop 
times: Dec. 13 & 20 in the Chapel at 4pm. 

 

Sunday Contributions 
December 5 - 6 Contributions:  $16,679 

December Total Contributions:  $16,679 

Monthly Sunday Contributions Goal: $60,000 
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Prayers 

+  Mass Intentions: John Murao Jr., Joaquin Maciel, Jr.,  

    Victoria Palacio, David Hooker 

+  Please pray for healing of our loved ones who are ill: 

    Evelyn Berman, Erin Barrett, Deacon Joe Biangone,  Fr. Finian  

    McGinn, Cathy Martin, Ron Zucca, Vaness French, Stephanie  

    Schwab, Shirley Lea, Sue Noonkester  (daughter of Alice  

    Terhaar), Luz Elower, Ollie Mae & Tom Godburn, Ernie Lee,  

    Kenny Smith, Horace Spann, Kyle Springer 

 

Faith, Family & Friends 
Annual Christmas Program 

This Tuesday, Dec. 15th
 
Faith, Family & Friends presents 

its annual Christmas program at 6:00pm in the Chapel.  

 

EVERYONE is welcome! 

Join us in the Chapel at 6:00pm for a reading of the 
Christmas story by Deacon John Supino interspersed with 
traditional Christmas hymns and carols. 

 

Following the program we will meet in Cardinal Newman 
Hall for a community meal of pizza and to share desserts 
provided by our families and friends. 

 

We expect that Santa will again make a visit to share in 
this festive season and to pose for photo opportunities with 
all the children. 

 

All adults and families are invited. You do not have to 
have a child in religious education to take part in 
FF&F.  

 

If you have a gift for a foster child of  Angels of Grace 
Foster Family Agency - please bring them on this evening. 

Please join us! 
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Prepare the Way of the Lord! 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is Christôs gift to his 
church to be a sign of Godôs great mercy. In this Jubilee 
Year of Mercy, may we re-discover the true meaning of 
this wonderful sacrament: not a ñshopping listò of sins, 
nor a visit to the dentist to be tortured by guilt! Rather, 
ñreconciliationò ï the loving embrace of a forgiving 
Heavenly Father. In addition to our regular hour of this 
sacrament on Tuesday, December 22 from 4pm to 
5pm, we will have the Sacrament of Reconciliation from 
11am to 1pm that day. Prepare to welcome Jesus on his 
birthday by being reconciled to God! 
 

Christmas Wishes 
Many of you are aware that our long-time parishioner 
Vaness French, member of the Knights of Columbus, is 
currently recovering from a serious heart ailment at 
Stanford Medical Center. You are all invited to send your 
Christmas cards and healing wishes. 

Stanford Medical Center 

Vaness French Rm D121 

300 Pastour Dr. 

Stanford,CA 94305 




