First Sunday of Lent
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Cath Ol lC Dear Friends,

On this First Sunday of Lent, | am at our diocesan Pastoral Center teaching the
candidates for the Permanent Diaconate as part of their three years of formal

preparation for diaconal ordination. We are blessed in this diocese, and in this

parish, to experience the ministry of deacons. The twelve men and their wives

who are part of this current class will, in a couple of years, experience the joy of
ministry to Godbés people in a new way.
The course | have been asked to teach is a new one for diaconal formation:
iReligions of the Worldd. One might ask,
religions to people who are preparing toc
we look at the world around us, and see the constant news reports of war,
violence and divisions often based on sc
that a better understanding among people with differing worldviews is very

badly needed.

This year marks the fiftieth anniversary of the conclusion of the Second Vatican

Council and the issuance of two of the final documents of that council which was

cal |l ed e c u Declarationsoh Religiodstireedom (December 7, 1965)

and the Declaration on the Relationship of the Church to Non -Christian

i; Religions (October 28, 1965), added to theDecree on Ecumenismfrom the
' il\ preyipus year, gave a significanp new di
) =3 religions and people of other faiths. i T
i > '!i declares that human beings have a right to religious liberty. This means that no
. An one is to be forced by other individuals, by social groups, or by any other human
e power regarding r PdclaragionouReligines Freedams #2)  (
‘ Quite a change from professed attitudes of church teaching in bygone centuries!
While opposing violence in any form based on any philosophy or belief system,
the teaching of tolerance, promotion of sincere dialog and calling for interfaith
-“ cooperation in addressing the serious human needs of our world embodied in
¥, these documents is even more relevant today. Not only those in formation for
.- ministry, but all the baptized need to hear and comprehend this message and act
N upon it in our daily lives, especially when confronted by attitudes of intolerance,
-y di srespect for and ignorance of otherso
42 May this season of Lent enable all peopl
\\‘ the Gospel 6. May we believe in the trul)
s . sons and daughters seeking to find our way, by various paths, to the kingdom.
;'\‘-\ \;/;/,?‘ (\—‘?‘\\l\.\&:‘, _,‘-‘, 'l' # Wishing you a fruitful, faithful forty days.
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Weekly Calendar Prayers
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